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yet such action was recommended against England. There is, it is 
true, no perfect proof that Madison recommended a declaration of war 
against Great Britain on condition that the "War Hawks" would 
procure him a renomination for the Presidency, but the charge is often 
made and Madison's public integrity does not justify one in passing 
it over without observation. 

In mentioning the naval victory on Lake Champlain, for some 
reasons the most important known to the American commissioners at 
Ghent, the successes of General Macomb at the town of Plattsburg and 
the fords of the Saranac are unnoticed. Again in describing the cause 
of the Mexican War the American claims are merely mentioned. Both 
their increase in number, from time to time, and their management 
should have been examined. Perhaps it would have added to the 
undoubted value of the volume if Jackson's keen interest in the acquisi- 
tion of Texas had been slightly emphasized. 

In our opinion the author's treatment of emancipation would have 
been somewhat improved if a paragraph had been devoted to Lincoln's 
ofEer to the Border States of emancipation of slaves with compensation 
to the owners. It immediately preceded his consideration of the principle 
of military emancipation and was an important part of his policy to 
detach the Border States from the lower South. 

Professor Fish has succeeded in preparing an excellent outline of 
American history from the date of the formal acknowledgment of the 
independence of the United States. He emphasizes nothing that is 
unimportant ; his sense of proportion is admirable, and his style, always 
clear and interesting, is beyond rational criticism. On the whole he 
has produced a book that is both readable and accurate. 



Seven Years on the Pacific Slope. By Mrs. Hugh Fraser. New 
York : Dodd, Mead and Company, 1914. Pp.391. Price $3.00. 

The best part of this book is the cover. It will look well on the 
shelves. But the title is misleading. It should be labeled "Small 
Talk from the Kitchen, Barnyard, Eoadside, and PostofBce Porch in 
the Jargon of Country Folks anywhere between Maine and California, 
Interspersed with Occasional Profanity." Such a title would be long, 
but it would express truthfully the contents of this pretentious volume. 
Near the close of the book a wedding is suddenly introduced. The 
groom appears to be a white pagan, and the bride would seem to be but 
little more. There is no reverence whatsoever. Yet Matrimony is a 
Sacrament. Nevertheless, there is a " Marriage Mass " at which " the 
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murmuring quiet was rent asunder by a voice from the altar, and the 
bridegroom grasped at the altar rail for support, while the congregation 
rustled its amazement behind him. Father Luyten was intoning [sic] 
the Eyrie Eleison! He was a little out of practise, but he was not out 
of heart; he stood with his feet planted steadily, his head thrown back 
and his chest out, emitting an enormous volume of sound that tore 
through the little building until the last word of it whirled out of 
doors, and Father Luyten shook out his elbows like a man who has 
done his duty well ! " No comment on this is needed. Equally well 
informed, as on the Catholic Eitual, the authoress proves to be on the 
history of the State of "Washington of which we imagined this book to 
be a description; for Washington, it is asserted on the first page, has 
" the honor of being the twenty-ninth of the now existing forty-five 
States of the Union." Many more than twenty-eight States preceded 
Washington, which was not admitted until 1889. 



The California Padres and Tiieir Missions. By Charles Francis 
Saunders and J. Smeaton Chase. Illustrated. Wew York: 
Houghton, Mifflin Company, 1915. Pp. 417. Price $3.50. 

There should be a sub-title to this attractive volume : " Tales about 
the Missions." That would at once put the reader on his guard; for 
the book is not a history. It is an entertaining and, at times, a touching 
narrative of the impressions received during a visit to the ever-memorable 
twenty-one Missions of California. To this are added, along with the 
correctly given dates of mission founding, various stories supposed to 
have occurred in connection with the respective locality. 

The authors frequently acknowledge themselves Protestants and 
confess that much of their narrative is fiction. Nevertheless, readers 
who are unacquainted with the situation and with the history of the 
Missions, will scarcely be able to distinguish what is fact from what 
is fiction. To quote unfavorable stories about the Padres on the 
authority of persons who are bitterly hostile to them, would seem to be 
proceeding on the principle: quod volumus, credimus libenter. If it 
be not true, it may be true; therefore state it to be true. Catholics, 
at all events, cannot draw such a conclusion. We have in mind the 
statements made on the authority of that inveterate prevaricator Mariano 
Vallejo and of the bibulous Juan B. Alvarado. The authors lack a 
clear conception of what Mission secularization meant under Spanish 
and Mexican laws and what it was in the eyes of the Mission despoilers 
in California. Mexico had nothing to do with the confiscation (such 



